
WHERE THERE’S A DREAM, 
THERE’S A WAY Moving the needle on local 

poverty, one person at a time.

According to a study* from the University of 
Memphis, “poverty in the US continues to drop, 
but it is increasing in the entire Memphis area.” 
The city of Memphis has a poverty rate of 26.9%, 
which is nearly 13% higher than the national 
average. Several studies put Memphis at or near 
the top of large metro areas for overall poverty. 
Even more alarming, 44.7% of the city’s children 
under 18 years old live in poverty - the nation’s 
highest child poverty rate. Poverty in the greater 
metro area is at 19.4%. 
Poverty reduction not only transforms the lives 
of individuals and families, moving them from 
crisis to self-sufficiency; it also has the potential 
to be an economic engine. Instead of high 
poverty rates being a drag on the local economy, 
efficiencies in services and your targeted 
investment can boost economic growth. 
A growing income gap and the presence 
of persistent poverty in our communities 
constrains economic opportunity for everyone. 
The economic gains of the past several years 
have not reduced poverty. The key to our 
economic prosperity is poverty reduction.
In response, United Way of the Mid-South has 
created Driving The Dream, a new, innovative 
system of care to address the effects of poverty 
and help people craft - and reach - the life of 
their dreams.

WHERE THERE’S A YOU, 
THERE’S A WAY

Nearly

200,000
 
people are living in poverty in 
the Mid-South. It hasn’t been a 
lack of effort that keeps them 
from achieving their goals, 
but rather a lack of access to 
resources and services.

Without an organized and   
collaborative approach, cycles of 
generational poverty will continue. Support 
United Way's Driving The Dream initiative 
and stop the cycle, one person at a time.

*Memphis Poverty Fact Sheet, 2017 Update, September 2017



THE EXPECTED 
IMPACT

HOW IT WORKS

United Way estimates roughly 20,000 
people in poverty can be promptly impacted 
by Driving The Dream in its early stages if we 
receive the support we need from donors, 
grantors, and other sources of philanthropy. 
A coalition of local businesses who are all 
focused on investing in innovative poverty 
reduction solutions and economic growth 
strategies will create opportunities for us all.  

That means nearly 10% of Mid-Southerners 
in poverty can receive support now, and be 
connected to resources and opportunities 
to free them from generational cycles of 
poverty.

Families and individuals in poverty work with the 
Driving The Dream providers to create a “map of their 

dreams,” charting the order of steps, programs, and 
services necessary to help escape poverty and live the 

life of their dreams.
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UNITED WAY... 
• partners with nonprofits and other 

groups 

• addresses poverty and quality of life 
issues 

• forms a network of professionals and  
agencies serving individuals and 
families in poverty 

ALL DRIVING THE DREAM PARTNERS...
• are trained to employ the Transitions 

to Success® care model 

• utilize the Arizona Self-Sufficiency 
Inventory - learn more & see the 
index at http://bit.ly/2q3FWPQ 

• centralize information, access client 
data, track client progress, and make/
receive referrals through CoactionNet 
(a local, shared, web-based database)


