
Thank you for 

your support of 

United Way of 

the Mid-South



WHO WE ARE:
Since 1923, United Way has served 
our Mid-South community with an 
outstanding reputation and 
commitment to our region

Our mission has not changed:

Improving the quality of life for 
Mid-Southerners by mobilizing 
& aligning community resources to 
address priority issues.

• Bringing people together

• Using new ideas & tactics on our 
area’s single largest problem

• It will be a long, difficult, and 
challenging fight, but with your 
help we know we can win 
together!

United Way is helping 

lead the fight against…



POVERTY.
Memphis & the Mid-South rank at 
the top of national poverty 
measures for major metropolitan 
areas.

The primary reason we do not see 
big improvements in other 
measures of civic life is the large 
number of families and citizens who 
live at or below the poverty line in 
our community.

Until we can meaningfully impact 
poverty, progress in other areas will 
be all the more challenging.



REALIZING 

DREAMS OF 

SUCCESS

The fight against poverty is not about paying other people’s bills or creating a 
utopia where no one has any expenses. It’s a fight we can win with a strong 
strategy and a clear pathway to victory.

It’s about giving people in poverty an opportunity to dream of a better life. We 
want to help find the roadmap from where they are, to where they want to be.



RECOGNIZED 

LEADERSHIP
United Way President & CEO Dr. Kenneth 
Robinson has written about his vision to help 
people out of poverty, noted in The Commercial 
Appeal, Memphis magazine, Inside Memphis 

Business magazine, and other publications.

He has also been featured on numerous local 
news programs and public service broadcasts.

Thanks to a dynamic & engaged Board of 
Directors, United Way’s profile in our community 
has increased. The time is right for tackling our 
area’s single largest challenge, local poverty.



DRIVING THE 

DREAM
Too often, a person in need does not 
know where to turn or which services 
are available to help.

United Way helps people identify their 
dreams and aspirations, helping them 
chart a roadmap out of poverty through 
a system of services and programs that 
make a difference.

We’re empowering more people to help 
in this work, creating a system of 
knowledgeable care. We’re bridging the 
gap between people in need and 
services that can help. 

For a person in need, there must be 
“no wrong door” to finding help. We’re 
creating a system to meet people 
wherever they come, with whatever 
services are available.



WHAT WE WANT

We want the same things you do –
a Mid-South:

- Where people are thriving 
regardless of where they live, 

or how much money they 

make.

- Where our children receive a 

great education, preparing 

them for college / career.

- Where families earn enough to 

take care of themselves and 

save for the future.

- Where people live healthy, 
productive lives.



BRINGING PEOPLE & RESOURCES TOGETHER

• United Way is in a unique position unlike any other organization, standing at 
the intersection of multiple sectors with an investment in our community.

• United Way “unites” us all to work together & combine resources to address 
the most important Mid-South issues.

Donors &
Philanthropists

Nonprofits &
Community
Champions

Volunteers 
& Faith-Based 

Groups

Government
& Academia

Business,
Organized Labor
& Civic Groups

United Way



ADDRESSING THE ROOT CAUSES OF POVERTY

Our poverty problems are rooted in poor education outcomes, weak or no financial 
stability, and health costs that keep people from being able to work, or save. 

There are many overlaps among the three areas, 
and when we make improvements in any of the three we are helping people 

travel farther on their journey out of poverty.



IMPACT  FUND
Directing a donation to United Way’s 
Impact Fund makes the biggest impact 
on our overall quality of life.

This fund “unites” nearly 80 nonprofits 
to create positive local outcomes in:

• Academic achievement for children

• Financial literacy training

• Greater access to healthy living 
options

• Quality affordable housing, 
domestic violence & child abuse 
treatment and prevention

• Helping people with mental & 
physical disabilities

• Many, many more.



YOUR SUPPORT 

STAYS HERE  AT 

HOME

Crittenden
AR

Tunica
MS

Tate
MS

DeSoto
MS

Fayette
TN

Shelby
TN

Tipton
TN

Lauderdale
TN

Your donations stay in your 
county & community, helping 
your neighbors, co-workers, 
family members, & people like 
you.

Allocations Committees are 
manned by local volunteers, 
from each county, deciding 
which agencies receive funds 
and how much they receive.



NEED HELP?  Dial 2-1-1
Do you or someone you know need 
non emergency assistance?

Your “best first step” is to call 
2-1-1, our region’s information and 
referral system for nonprofit & other 
nonemergency services.

Trained operators can hear the 
details of your situation and cut 
through the red tape to connect you 
with services that lend assistance.

2-1-1 is a partnership between 
United Way of the Mid-South and 
the Memphis Public Library System.



o Kindergarten Readiness

- Increasing parental 
involvement in day care 
and early education

o Third Grade Reading Proficiency

- The grade that is essential 
for reading; child learns to 

move from “learning to read” 

to “reading to learn”

o College / Career

- Prepping high school students 
for the next level

TODAY’S UNITED WAY: EDUCATION



o Financial stability for families 
and individuals

o Free tax preparation 

- 2015 tax year, over 8,000 federal 
returns prepared in our area

- Nearly $13 million in total 
refunds

- Approximately $1.4 million saved 
in tax preparation fees

- Over $4.7 million in federal 
credits brought to the Mid-South

TODAY’S UNITED WAY: FINANCIAL STABILITY



o Healthy eating and 
active living to prevent 
illnesses like heart 
disease, diabetes, and 
stroke

o Domestic violence and 
child abuse prevention 

o Community-wide 
solutions to priority 
health issues such as 
infant mortality

TODAY’S UNITED WAY: HEALTH



MAKE A DIFFERENCE WITH UNITED WAY

Want to LIVE UNITED and make a difference for people in the Mid-South?

It’s easy – you can: 

GIVE ADVOCATE VOLUNTEER
Spread the word about 

United Way and our 
shared mission to make 
our community greater

Make a financial 
contribution. Every 
amount helps our 

community.

Roll up your sleeves and 
let’s get to work! We 

have many ways for you 
to get involved.



LEARN 

MORE
Visit www.uwmidsouth.org

o List of our local nonprofit 
partners

o Campaign collateral

o Volunteer information

o Latest news & events info

o Social media links

o And much more…



THANK YOU
• The Mid-South faces many 

challenges

• No one organization, agency 
or group can solve them 
alone

• We have to UNITE. 

• When we Live United, we 
can Solve It Together

• Thank you for your support!


