A veteran came home to fight an
even greater enemy - addiction.

Rlchard proudly serned ous ooumtey in the Army inthe 19705
ard 19805, Unepeciedly while he was in the serdce

some fiell caw soldiers Introduced him to all kinds of illegal

deug use as a way of coping with the stress of combat. j
Lising these gatmeay drugs a6 part of his life after
millitary service led to the use of crack cocalne,

]
which consumed Richard™s life with & deadiy addiction. t."

Grge fenck coching ealared Bechand's 1ila, it complelaly h
ik cvar his world, Soom tharealten, bis wila joans Rim 1 ﬂ
A his adhdiction H0d all of Uhair momay and reserces

wears el 1o aalisty thair nead for more crack cogaine
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Richard ard his wife upranted thelr children
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1o stay abead of Landlords seeioing oy

and maoved from place 1o place, trying o

the manthy Fenl Each new place
ti Mww spemned mnee dangernus !

than tha last. Eventually the rf
Tamay fund st living in

a shed Behind a friend's |
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When they were gventually told 1o leave the shed, Richard s wife taok the children and ran away
fram him, She later left the childeer s 2 friend's house and never seturmed,

With no éncome, o place to llve and no family inhis e, Richard reatized be had no choice bug (o
szl halp. ") bnew | had reached the end of my rope, and | checked myself into & United Wy funded
agency 1o get cleaned up, ' he says. 01 flve of iy childeen wene wards of the state. My wife had lefi
me and | had nowhere left 10 go. | knew if 1hings did not change, | was going to die on the sireets."

With the Relp ol iha United Way parirer aoency’s rehabilitation peegram, Richard warcams bis drug
Fehdic tion and ool back o his Feat, Ha laprmad how 1o hoection i a work ermirommend by Begoeming an
ampipyae 1o 1he aame agency thal hedped Rin regoeer whans e continues Lo ba ingalved & 108 work

that, helps paopks csrcome drug addtiors and beome respornsible, produciive (iizens again

Yoiur support of United Way helped Blchard with his substance abuse Issues. Bichasd's story |5 just
one example of the changes that can fake place in someares |i8e when a norprafidl prageam can help
them in thel time of need, Thanks fo yaur gitts to Unlted Way, Blchard rehulls bis broken (e and
minkes o posiive disfermnce inour Mid-South comenunity esey daw.
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